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Building freeways presents

more problems than a car-

load of aspirin can cure.

eadaches of the

lighway Builders

By Frank L. Remington

RISING ANGRILY from her chair,

the elderly woman shouted: “My
house is not for sale at any price.
Now get out of here or I'll get my
gun!”

The neatly groomed man repre-
senting the California right-of-way
department beat-a hasty retreat. He'd
béen attempting to negotiate a deal
for the woman's property, which lay
directly on the route of a newly
planned freeway.

With the nationwide boom in road
building, right-of-way agents and
highway builders have been experi-
encing more headaches than a carload
of aspirin could cyre —and they're
due for even more severe pains, For
in the next 15 years the federal high-
way building program calls for a 41,
000-mile interstate superhighway net-
work crisscrossing the nation, plus
thousands of miles of state and local
roads. Total estimated cost: about
100 billion dollars.

Solving engineering riddles, laying
out roadbeds and surfacing the new
highways will be the least of the
road builders' worries. Their biggest
headaches are in resolving such knot-
ty problems as acquisition of land,
suppression of “freeway freebooters”
and gingular tombstone troubles.

Acquiring right-of-way privileges
road usuall

based on “eminent domain,” an an-
_gient principle of law. Legal diction-
acies define it as the superior ﬂﬂ

private property be taken for public
use without just compensation.”

IN NEGOTIATING for the land,
however, right-of-way agents have
been slapped and cursed, even threat-
ened with knives and guns.

Some property owners claim abuse
and hardship, and, in some instances,
they are justified —like the proud
home owner who lived in the cinema
capital until the famed Hollywood
Freeway led to his door. Reluctantly
he permitted his house to be moved
to the San Fernando Valley. In due
course he forgot his bitterness—until
the Division of Highways decided to
build another expressway. The man's

house again lay smack in the path of .

the new route. Skillful diplomacy was
needed before authorities could pla-
cate his outraged indignation.
California’s right-of-way depart-
ment has expanded into the largest
single public right-of-way and land
acquisition agency in the country. The

- federal government recently suggest-

ed it as a model for other states to
follow in connection with buying
property for the national highway
program.

Right-of-way agents never threat-

Moving homes from the path of a freeway is one of the headaches of the

highway builder, Negotiations for property also create plenty of trouble:

Tand: 1

en a with

One , however,

of his property except as a last re-
sort. Only when negotiationbogs
down completely does the agent seek
court action.

After the right-of-way department
secures signed deeds, right-of-way
contracts and acceptable title clear-
ances it pays the landowner in cash.
All acquired properties are valued by
an appraiser, who bases his figures
on the fair market value. He knows
how much the owner paid for the
property and the present land values
in the area,

MOVING HOUSES and buildings
from the path of a

turned home from work one evening
to find his house missing! Somehow
or other movers had transferred the
wrong residence.

‘When older buildings and apart-
ment houses are torn down and
junked, they create-additional prob-
lems. Finding homes for the evictees
is mo minor undertaking in some
areas. Some cities, like Chicago, have
chauffeured families around at public
expense while they looked for new
places to live.

ONE GROUP of families evicted
a Chicago apartment house
marched on city hall in protest. In

‘s housing co-

w7

many to the highway build-
ers. In New York City authorities de-
300

them temy ly
in a score of Loop hotels—many

cided to move to new locati
houses in Queens that blocked a new
expressway route. Most residents co-
but one house-
holder refused to budge. But the house
movers had their orders and when
the woman awoke the following
morning she found herself living two
blocks away!
. On the other hand, 18 families in
Atlanta spent two days in their apart-

ment house while it was being moved.

plaining bitterly b they had
not been housed in the de luxe Con-
rad Hilton Hotel —until new resi-
dences could be found.

Serious problems also arise when
hundreds of homes, apartment build-
ings, and stores must be demolished
and removed from the path of the
road construction. Sometimes these
buildings stand idle, waiting to be
moved or dismantled. On occasion

(Continued on Page 32)
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