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417 · Persons 
Lived in Vast 
Area in 1880 

Wh<'n thC' United StRt£'S ('('n!ILL'I 
was taken In 1R80 the wt"st t·11y 

limits or Los Angeles wt•n> ln­
tall'd at IIOOV('r SL and th<' cn• 
tire \'!lllry and t'Oastn l J>lnln wrst 
or 1 ht' rily was known al( Ila.Ilona 
Townshll). II Slr<'tchrd a\on~ the 
COffSi from th<' Ven tum County 
Lill(' to R{'(londo Beach. The c<"n• 
sus takers found that 417 persons 
U"'f'd in this vast nrra. 

The til"!l devrlopnu•nt o( the 
valley ~gnn when Sen. John P. 
Jonc.-s of Nevadn 11ubdivided the 
town or Santa Monica In 1875. 
Jonrs also built the Area's first 
railroad. the Los Angeles and In­
de1wndt'nc<", whlrh ruru t hrou(:h 
th(' local community along Expo­
sition Blvd. And today is k nown 81 
thP Pacific' 1-:ll'l'trlc Jrtr Line. 

The sc>cond community dl'\'rlo[l­
nwnt In thl' vnllt'y wus n subdl\' I­
Si(ln known ;1, '"T'ht• Pa lms," re• 
cordr-d in IAA6 on 5<Xl ncres or 1 he 
forml'r R.nncho Lit B11llona Nl'xt 

I 
cnmc ltoll)'\\'ood m 1887, and 1lnr­
rc1t VIiia \\'ll."- plnlll'd in 1896. 
This h<'cnm(' Snwl('lle und toter 
wns changC'd to W C'&! Los Angeles. 

T\\ o ~ hnol Ohttrlch 
There \ \ 'l'n> origlnnlly only two 

'school dlstricte west of Los An­
gell'S, C1l'nl'~a. and Ln Ba Ilona. hut 
dC\'CIOpment o( the vallt•y CllUS(-d 
1hes(' to IK' cut lnlo s vcral small­
t"r districts. Snntu ritonica wru1 
cut from La Dallonn nnd in IRRS 
the Paln1s school dlstrlci was 11156 
rrcatrd oul of Lo Bnllonn lt ln­
rh1dl'd much of I he pr('scn1 dn)' 
Uni\-crslty or W<-stwood RN'a nnd 
mru t of \ulwr C"ity. 

As fJp\·1•lopnwnt con t in u rd, 
(kf'an Park, &vl'rly Hill, nnd 
\'cnice came into existence and 
thlf (')Id school districts were fur­
thrr cut up and finally <-liminated 
t·n1 ittly t hroul{h nnnexnt ion to m­
c.:orporn 1 Ni cit 1es 

\\'hi•n llar1y Cuh:n ht•i::;nn his 
dt•\'t•lo(1tn<'nl Ill 1913 his fin.I 1r.u;l 
was u n•'i11hdi\·ision of 30 ucrrs 
or Palm~ nnd GO nrn.•s or the ,1d4 

joinint.: Rarwho Hlncon 1lr I.as 
BU<')"t·l;, nll In thC' Pnlm,._ pn,cinl't 
or Los An~(•lt>s County 11nli the 
Pnlms s<'hool distri<'I. Hf, c.ill 1•d 
his tnH'I "C'ulwr City" nnd as he 
w 1,i; hat·kNI by wealthy ml'n in 
roni rol of llw P11<"ihr Elt·tl rie 
Railw:'ty tw had no dirflcu\ty in 
J!(•!linJ: n nPW rndroocl st;llinn 
bu1\I nnd his uni(jU(' J)f01TI0IIOl1 
mf•!hO{\c; \\l'I"(' sn sucr1·ssful !Int 
11 lonki·d for n 11ml' ns if 1lw m·w 
dnrlopmrnt would f'n~11lf lhl' old 
sdtll'nU·nl and !hf' ll('W nam(' di~-

1 ~::t•n111:~:o~li r:~~~ oJs~~~!~~,~j1i~ 
)('RfS 

Ttl romhat lhis possitJility lor:11 
<'ivw lt•nc!f-rs s1.1r11•d the mo,·, tfl 

~~~xt,~,~~: 11~~70~:>~/~;~•lt;alr~! 
into lht• hi~ c·1ty ,tnd ii wos lah•r 
f'(lnll'"-1,,,t in tlw eourh l!uc> 10 
rrrtain 1rr1·1-:ul:1riti1•,; in lht· 1·lt·r­
t10n halluts, hut lht• <'i•Urts uplwld 
!ht> ,illnt'\<tllOn 

IIU'O fl tOfllt •·d 111 1017 
\\'lwn tht• h,ilam·i• of lht• ,, ,n,. 

1("11nt1nued ,,n p11:,. 71 
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417 Persons 
Here in 1880 

I 
I: 

munity incorporated 'in ptem- I 
( ontinucd from PagC' 31 

ber, 1917 as ulv r ity, the ar a , 
wa definitely lcgall)- plit in1o 
two citie . Thi ha · prowd tu LI• 
a serious handicap llirough all the , 
interwmng years. and has un-, 
douht dly delayed public improv -
mcnts that might hav, been easily 
accompli hcd by a unikd di tri t. 

Though I galJy divid •d. ulver 
City and Palm have always b n 
only one community ~ ographical­
ly and will continue to have much 
in common. In lime to com 
many people will wond r why 
way cannot be found 10 r unite 
them m one a th ) original]> 
were. 

In 1880, when the w st rn val­
ley had 417 people, the entire Lo 
Angel s County had only 33,319 
population. Today Palm Station 

1 of Los Angeles postoffice serves 
, in excess of that numb r of resi­
dents. 

The former Ballona Township 
boundaries ( describ d by present 
day place names) are roughly as 
follows: from Griffith Park to the 
Uriiversity of Southern California, 
thence to Redondo Beach, the~e 
along the coast to the county line 
west of Santa Monica and ea t 
along tne summit of l11e anta 
Monica Mountain to Griffith 
Park. This area 110w ha nin i11 -

blo k ot countr ar • . 
on n · tiv ly l'!-tirm tt'J to 
mor than on~ thou , nd 
thl' population it had in 
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I corporated cities plus a subs1an- , 
tial portion of Lo An~elt~s City L - --------- ---==] 
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